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1 lich many haye taught to be the birthright of 
| engliſhwen, does not make it needful to lay, how far 
1 he knows, or does not know, to whom he is indebted 
for the following papers.—For the matters, about Wh 
they treat, ſeem to him, to have been ſearched or 
weighed with ſuch a doubtful ſort of ſcrupylopſneſs, A$ 
is enough of itſelf, even on a bare view of them, ta 
re ever) body, that he, by whom they were written, 
has | told y what he thought was true; and on that 
account, whether they be worthy or unworthy of belief, 
he has not ſpared to lend his aſſiſtance, in bringi! | 
forth after this manner, and in affording to all mankind, 
what ſome of them aye Io 1 at * the means 
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Oe. Tun, Aa nor [Hinge alk my 1 
to cleanſe the Augean ſtable of its filth} 85 

and wean the wörld from Satan's yoke. For re 

you ſee the work mich lefs than What it is, 

and hope, methinks, too well or. men and me. 


For ned ſome ſeet ariſe in 2 like theſe, - 
endow'd with Heav'n's high gifts beyond his race; 
ſhou'd he vouchſafe his tidings to mankind - 1 EO. 
with words of Angels, ſuch as, while he "IE 410 55 
how d reach from Eaſt ta Weſt, from North to South; 
ſnou d rain come ſhowering as he lik d, or ſhou'd' 
the. Sun and Moon with him look bright or Ted, a 
and witneſs far and near his frailes or threats; 
ſhou' d earthquakes, thunders, or MY elſe, 
that wakes alarm, await upon his ſong, z, 
'twou'd. fail to raiſe men's Semen thoughts towards 
Heaven: N 
Beſides weigh within * is deſet the Wrdteh, « 2385 
that zealous ſhews a bad man as he is 8 GELS 2 
If he but gives his likeneſs, not his name, 10! 
forthwith he ſees alreadyiat his breaſt 
a dagger pointing like an adder's ſting; 7 
Joe can ha AY the battle ſhun or Wand e 
A 1 For 
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and what is'worſt, wins een 


{46 4 
For let ſome raſcal, laviſh of his life, 
affront no matter how or God or man, 


if he without reſerve himſelf diſplays 


and dares, whoe'er may blame him to the fight, 
by every layman's unfeign'd verdict try'd, 
he goes forth clear, with wreaths of triumph crown'd, 


W. r 6 3 * 
O 's ; praiſe. 


Nor will they better ſpeed,. or. better fare, 4 


that ſuch dread champions leave untouch'd and loſt, 


and only ſhew as patterns, thoſe on whom 
they ſhed as due their ſongs fair ſunſhine clears 
For who, however good, - however great, 

is now enough aſſured of his Wort, 

to ſee his virtues bright as ſtars ſhine. forth, _ 
and undergo keen envy's niceſt ſearch? 


Tho but with faint reſemblance ſhadowed forth, 
the beſt of men wou'd ſhudder at the dicht, 3 


and rather wiſh to live and die unſeen, 


. * than bear the uneaſy burden of applauſe, Fl 


If to ſuch quickſands then examples lead, 90 


bow may a writer hope from perils fre, 


at once to pleaſe and guide men as he ought? 

Muſt he again no more mens manners touch, 

nor make them thick with cluſtering 3 hang? 2 
Muſt he with only precepts feeble aid. 

that lie like vines un-propp'd upon the —_ 
yielding nor pleaſure to the eye, or fruit — - 
Muſt he, with theſe alone, God's warfare hold, 


and challenge on himſelf all Satan's rage? 
N Twou 'd be a taſk for Angels, not for men. 


11 hindrances or hazards ſuch. as. dry 


wou ud every rh meet, howeeer renown . 
5 | „„ - hall 
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51 1 


ſhall my ſmall veſſel ſafe the ocean dare, 

and Oer its hills and vallies riſe and fall ? 
Shall it, while ſtorms let all their madneſs forth, 
outlive the foaming billows breaking ſurge? 
The voyage, Town, ſuch heavy perils threats 
that een yourſelf, but ſeeing half I ſee, _ 
wou'd hold wy hand, nor let me * the thore, 
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| writings, are of two ſorts: The firſt ſort always 
ſpeaks of what will be hereafter; as when God ſaid to 
Abraham, © In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 
4 earth be bleſſed. Gen. xxii. 18. But the other 
ſort give only a reſemblance of what they foretell, with- 
out ſaying that any thing in after- times will ever happen, 
or be done according to it, and rather afford a view of 
What has been, or is already, than of what will be 
afterwards.—On this account it is very hard to know 
whether the words, in which ſuch Prophecies come to 
us, are prophetical, ar whether they were meant to be 
ſo, by thoſe that wrote them, Thys when Jeremiah 
ſaid “ A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation and 
| < bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children re- 
<« fuſed to be comforted for her children, becauſe they 
* were not;” he might ſpeak as an orator, or as an 


- hiſtorian, or as a poet, of diſtreſſes which the people of 


Ramah had felt or undergone, and of which he himſelf 

had heard, or had been a witneſs; but it may very well 
be doubted, whether either he, or any body elſe, (un- 
leſs God and the angels, that lent him utterance) were 

aware of the prophecy, till Herod accompliſhed it. 


Thus alſo that paſſage in the Pſalms, | where it is ſaid, 
*The Lord ſaid unto my Lord: 20 thou on my right 


6 hand, | 


8 with which x we meet in the 5 | 


two by a, K & ww . Se on „ b a + 


s. 


« hand, untill 1 make FO enemies . footſtool : 

Chriſt interprets as a prophecy of himſelf, and as if 

Pavid had ſaid, The Lord ſaid unto the Meſfiah, Who 
ſhould afterwards ſhew himſelf-on the earth, Sit thou on 
my right hand, untill I make thy enemies thy footſtool. 
But, befides the meaning which Chriſt has given ta theſe 
words, or has found in them, they had another, if I 
miſtake not, at the time when they were firſt written. 
For was it not then, and is it. not now believed, that 
there are angels and archangels in the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, endowed with different ſorts and different: degrees 
of power? (Daniel x. 13.— Jude ix. —-Rev. xii. 7.) 
And did not the pſalmiſt mean that God, or that ſome 
archangel, ſaid to the angel under whoſe ſhelter he 


lived, Sit thou on my . — untill 1 en 
enemies thy footſtoal. 2 


T * alſo that ee the Pſalms, where it is Gd, 
„ My fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope, for why? thou 
se“ ſhalt not leave my ſoul in hell, neither ſhalt thou 
“ ſuffer thy holy one to ſee corruption ;” is interpreted 
by the Apoſtles as a prophecy of Chriſt's reſurrection. 


Vet he who wrote the pſalm from which theſe words 


were taken, and who ſeems to have been ſome * prieſt, 
rather than David, did not look, I will venture to think, 
beyond himſelf, or beyond his own life, or his own 
times; as if he had ſaid, I truſt that I ſhall outlive the 
_ troubles, with which I am now ſurrounded ; for why, O 
Lord ? Thou wilt not leave me in the wretched ſituation 
into which I am now plunged, neither wilt thou ſuffer + 
thy ſervant, favoured: as I have been by thee hitherto, 
to periſh in it. Such, 1 ſay, is the force of the reaſon- 
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| Neither ſhou' d it be reckoned ſtrange or unuſual that an 


ag of the 


2 ings, « 21 A Aer the ſame Fwy has ſet 


this matter in the very light, into which I have now put 


dt. For he fays, (Thou, ( O Lord) « haſt delivered me 


4 from the choking of the fire on every ſide, and from 
the midſt of che fire, which I kindled not; from he 
« depth of the belly of hell, from an unclean tongue and 
4 from lying words. And what is faid in the 12th 


| verſe of the ſame chapter, ſomewhat reſembles the for- 


mer paſſage i in the Pſalms, of which I have been ſpeak- 


ing. For it is faid, © I called upon the Lord, the 


« father of my Lord,” (See Pfalm Ixxxil. v. 6.) that is, 
1 called upon. the Lord, or upon an archangel, entruſted 
with" ſome ſhare of his government, and who rules over 


5 mat angel, under whoſe guardianſhip Iam placed, « that 


ec he wou'd not leave me in the days of my trouble and 
« in the time of the proud, whey there was no © Help.” 
Ecclefiaſticus li.—4, 5, 6— 2. 


St. Paul alſo interprets. as a 1 of the MefGab, 


chat paſſage in the Pſalms, where it is ſaid, Thy throne, 


« O God, is for ever and ever, a ſcepter of righteouſneſs 
« is the ſcepter of thy kingdom. Thou haſt loved 


& righteouſneſs and hated iniquity, therefore God, even 


« thy God, hath anointed thee with the oi} of gladneſs 
« above thy fellows,” (Heb. i. 8. Pſalm xlv. 6.) Yet 


ſince nothing is ſaid of the Meſſiah or of Chriſt or of 
the fon of God, in the whole pſalm, it may very reaſon- 


ably be taken for granted, for any thing I can learn, 
that this part of it was at firſt ſpoken of an angel. 


angel ſhould be addreſſed as a God, ſince the Lord him- 


| ſelf laid even te N 6 See I have made thee a God 
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ce to Pharach, aud Aacon chy brother fan be thy pro- 
« phet.” (Exod. vii. i.) that is—See Thäre made | 
the God or the * angel, Who mall do many Lgns, 2nd 
woaders in the fight of Pharaoh, and Who ſhall 16ad the 
children of Iſrael into che Tand of Canaan, Beſides of 
whom ſpoke the pſalmiſt, when he ſays—* God ſtand. 
„eth in the congregation, of. princes; .bg.is a, judge 
& among Gods ?” Or when he ſays, © I have ſaid, Ye 
« are Gods and ye are all the children of the moſt high. 
* But ye ſhall die like men, and fall like one of the 
« princes ? (Pſalm Ixxxii. 1. 6, 7.) Was he talking of 
ſpiritual beings, or of men like oe i of the common 
herd of pmol e 


- - = - have Laid hems that there are e 
of prophecy; that one of them always foretells, what 
will be hereafter; and that the other ſpeaks but of what 
then was, or had been formerly, and underſtands, tho? 
does not fay, that it is the pattern or likeneſs of What 
will be ſome time or other, —I have given inſtances like 
wiſe of both of them, and have ſhewn that the latter are 
of private, as well as. prophetical interpretation. . 
Peter ad Ep. c. i. v. 20.) — But I am not unacquainted | 
how liable we are to be miſled, while we are making 
reſearches of this ſort, or while we are tracing the foot- 
ſteps of God's kingdom, as they are now or have been 
in all former ages diſcoverable to us; and for that reals 
| in the things, about which I have been treating, I wo 
1 be thought to aſk rather than to teach how they 2. 
Nor indeed ought we to ſettle otherwiſe either cencern- 


n ing theſe or many other branches of heavenly know- 
3 __ F. or on ſome of chem the 3 writings throw 
5 dut 


wy 1 5 * » Exod, xiv. 19.——xxili, 20. 


ON 


g g 


9 


*# PE Wok. 4 


* * 
£ 72 * 18.29 \ 


3 


0 i 5 "Ind we 6 burſelyes are al lowed to look at 1 


5 


I FO 25 3 
; In # « < 
? = \ Fa 
aul ay ou 4 glais 0 
Mb, * 5 : 
x: ay ern 5 
os 4 © 1 + 3 £ 
2 4 * / * 
| "arms 1, as it. were, from 3 
2 *%y 3 * 1 * by ; o { 
4 4A 3 1 * « — * 
N 
* S * oo Ll 2 
- * — * *. 2 N 82 1 1 0 * ” 
by © „ „ . N 9 1 J #2 : 
4 „ b, 55 4 7 38.30" ht 4 „ FE *. B ; 
% * 
>» <* FE 
* 1 * 11 £ 
* * 1 it £ N ** wt F * £45 "IF 
nN 1 j 
n 
„ 
0 
8 64: A, * wh 
Ke 6 2 * 1 * 5 * ; 
* * &, * jo” Be 
i — 7 
— - 1 
* r 3 TR \ ; 
R 5 * , 
| Ei af 
N 
. N : 
- 5 ” + $ 1 0 4 his 7. ? 2 * 
: E 4 Ul 91 1 ' ot 
* 79 os 1 5 1 4 % & MY  N * 5 . 1 4884 « 3 * 8 
4 #.% „) Cw ee 4 33 , jc 
YL i ; ; 
S 
1 4 7 * k 7 + £ 
4) „ TR 4 7s 24 CLE 
L 3 x : 55 5 ERP ” 1 44 5 * 2 ag 5 
„ i * 0 & 4 * 1 
5 r «+ N 
- 7 — 
* + 4+ * * * 5 5 
5 8 1 ; * 3 KR > F % wt 4 _ - > #% | 1 $4 T4 
. ALS S R EIN ax 4 
” ” — 
4 5 
* ** * — b 
3 * 
* \ A: 7 4 bf 7 4 x ; 
i Fa 4 #6 S 
7 . 
* 
2. 
8 * * * * * 4 — ** 
27 . Fr . * 3 * 
a ” * * 2 2 * «+ * * * N * N — _ 
31 ; x * * 4 92 » f i * * #4: ” K 1 7 * n "Y : 
3 a #' ® _- ” 7 
— + "7 
* * * a 
— # « 7 f ＋ % 
825 45 Ca tp Low, ee x 5 N | 
1 * * 4 4 1 A 0 N J S A F * 
+ \* « „„ K . 8 1 4 o 
K ? 85 * 
85 — — 
I 
* 5 1 Ll 
7 1 — * at a *"&' £7 
15 F * . * SE.” bo” . 4-4, 0 
5 * * * 2 * 8 15 + #* * or + 4 * 1 * 18 Ws 4 2 35% * + * 2; = , A * 
3 „ Ad I. $5 : 
ies. 
» 1 — * 
* — * 3 * * 5 « * * i k 4 £ 2% + ; 1 * * 4 8 
— Ve * 3 5 N £5 4 % _= 4 * 2 1 > 
oy 8 * „ „ Oe 1 v.43 - 4 1 5 . . : 
0 F : : 8 9 99 
5 7 a $44 ES of . - * 0 : 1 7 
OY > 3 : , 1 4 
4 * 7 , - - * 8 4 * — 
wr EI F 4 * 4 +4 N 
* 7 3 0 
3 
5 7 * * — « 8 * 
— 4 0 * 4. 3 4 . = # 9 * 
L « wi ö 8 
A * 
1 1 * 5 , 
4 by * 1 . * £ 4 2 * y 
" : ; 2 e . : 
* 1 * 3 * # 4 + wo? = * 83 
4 * + « © . 
1 „ 
” 1 1 
# * 5 # Ds — . £ : „ 
a + - J — 
* » . 2 „ 
* 8 „e © — * 3 
6 5 4 8 * 
6 7 i « 9 a * F * 5 
by , # 7 1 * 3 » 1 - 4 * 
* « „ * v # 3 8 I s by Wu wa 
d * ln ** * 1 
2 - 
- — 4 2 Ly 
4 — wow 4 3 + $4 25 Vs pe 
* S oF N $2; * SEE 
4 > . , , * * hs „ ws F „„ 4s BY * — 1 $+\ 
n 1 a 1 5 = v F 
* i 3 mY = 
; » N . 4 8 Wt” 
1 % = „ . 75.4% : 6 
0 4 * wie 4} 9; 1 4 : * * 2 8 I — * 1 
2 « 4 > WR. 3 e * * * FI * 1 ** d 
« 75 L 
” \ q * n + PL. = 
* J 5 + * * 1 4 7 a \ * - 8 
1 * 1 *: 1 YT 1 3 8 F 3 7 & 1 
. o& > 3 * pts + * 5% 8 * 1 * — * 3 467 4 * La Bos 1 44 L ho 3 . S 
* * * « 4 
£ 3-8 
72 5 
8 K 5 $ * ** 
# — 4 FO IG 4 F- 7 F * " £ 4 # ” AE a q q 1 . 5 
4 * 
# * — * FY Mk $ * 2 * * Top? 
5 , * 
10 o N . , 
> 2 3 a $ a; 7 
1 3 5 . 1 © dat „ . POS "od 8 
= 4 : 3 * 4 a 8 N K - 1 +” 8 : A 2 
_— > - 
4s x x i F 'T 5 * 7 
. $ <4 ak # £ o : 5 + ? 4 1 1 8 . 7 4 
8 * 2 * 75 * + A 1 2 4 * . * S *g& # „ 4 4% * F + we * CO # . E 
1 — . * 7 
© . 4 5 7 ; 
$ $4 * 3 a % : =>: 7 * $ 5 ; % * * 1 Fi a+ / Uk" * N *. + 
5 „ 7 1 * # 2 x 1 4 7 2 * , x +4 . 4 , 
# —_— 2 SY { N 1 * Y-7 N 1 1 #5 25 1 1 4 . > 6 4 Ra 1 1 i 34 Pf 1 
W „ *. 1 4 : — 2 


4 s 3 * s 7 J 25 : 4 +, 1 a Tx #7 8 8 8 1 9 7 8 „ 5 
* 35% 2 8 IG * 1 * * 5 5 * 1 N * # % 04 4 Ws, f 
' * . * 5 1'7 * 14 4 2 * 4. . 14 * _ 1 4 $2 & Op . x > : 1 4 K&S T > \ * N. * 


= : 
1 2 1 , he woo A 
" 4 a : d : 4 8 4 5 i F : 1 £1 1 7 33 5 of 7 af 5 4 # WP vs 3 £* * > W 7 8 g ” * 5 3 J * 0 
0 A fray 5 n 23 $5 . 882 3 * 4 * 1 4 fe 5 A my | ood 1 * ; 

if . 5 ; * . 4 1 , : - 

{ N * 

4 \$ * . * 

* LY 
$ 3 0 9 3 2 


; 4 1 N i 
7 A 2 4 
| 1 : #5 x $ * 6% 4 484 4 
0 5 4 
q c 
9 8 ' 1 
. - — 2 - 
i — . 
17 * 
1 ” 
| p I ö ; 
* - 7 6 a 


” 


7 3 3 ” Eh py 
44 ” f 4 
P CRI AIRES, REES Br dnt — x — 6. ̃— 6.wę—T—— TC es 


— — — * 


" ON | "THE. LORD» SU D ER. 38 


x * 


__ciples of that feaſt of the Jews, which is called 


the e be took bread and bleſſed it, and brake. i it, 


and gave it to his diſciples,. and ſaid, ce Take, eat, this 
be is my body, which i is given for you; this do in re- 
« membrance of me.“ Likewiſe after ſupper he took 
the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, taping, « Drink ye all of it: for this i is my blood 
4 of the new teſtament, which is ſhed for you for the 
& remiſſion of fins.” Matt. XVI. 26. Luke xxii. 19. 


J* 


= - — 22 In theſe woods, and after mib manner, 
Was inſtituted the Lord's ; ſupper. In this place likewiſe 
is ſhew'n how Chriſt on his ſide gave and pledged him- 


ſelf as a ſacrifice for mankind, or as an atonement for 


the forgiveneſs of ſins, But I do not remember, where 


God, on the other ſide, is ever ſaid to have allowed of j 


ſuch a facrifice or atonement, neither do I know of any 
agreement, into which they have entered, either before- 
band or afterwards concerning it, Yet when the Mo- 


Faical covenant was made between God and the Iſraelites, 


God, in the fight of all the people, witneſſed it himſelf, 
both! 2 1 888 bens 2515 wonders, and by his ſervant 
+ 0 5 Moſes, | 


THILE Jeſus was. 3 along with ki mY 


. . ⁵— 1 reno 23 „„ 
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— ST CSE 


| 5 Moſes, and. by Bk Ca from heaven, which they 


matter ſhou'd be wanting as God's acknowledgement of 


__ altho' his followers pleatl his each in their behalf, what 
aſſurafiee is there, "mt God "wilt liſten to them? Or 


; ſaid of him at one time, this is my beloyed ſon, in 
hom I am well Pleaſed 3? and at another time, 
. this is ttry beldved ſon, hear him; * yet ſech words 

do not ſeetm ſpoken as pbiflting at whit Chrilt undertook, 


Sh Which hangs our everlaſting welfare.—Beſides ſince 


7 which he was threatened, and ſaid, . 0 my father, if 
Tee it be poſlible, let this cup paſs from me;” and fince 
*Hotwithſtandir ing he was nailed to the crofs, and cried out, 
„ My God, my God, why haſt thou 1 - ne,” 


For if it be true, that God dic not do ſome things accord- 
ing to his will, althe“ he has ſaid. otherwiſe, we may, 
5 withont the charge of unreaſonableneſs, wiſh. for other 
means of acquainting Dae than his N what 

| Or) God did according i It... NESS: 


dom of this ſort, and to dread, that they are aiming to 
undermine. and overturn.the whole chriſtian church. But 


ay 


themſelves heard. (Exod.. xxxiv. 10.) How then does 
it happen, that in the Chriſtian covenant, fo needful a 


it? Or how, without fuch an acknowledgement, is it 
reckoned to be a covenant ? For altho” it be alledged, 
that Chriſt fulfilled. his ſhare of the ment, and 


altho' we be told, that God, by a voice from heaven, 


*Keither can they be thought enough to eſtabliſh a law, 


Sur Saviour prayed, that he might eſcape the perils, with 


How had * all things,“ as himſelf has faid, 5 been de- 
* livered unto him of the Father? (Matt. xi. 27.) 


: —— 1 1 1 —.. Pkely e every hot will 
be to miſtake the views of thoſe, who write with a free 


whatever 
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| air . be in Ss an vaderqaking, I do net 
know, why I ſhou'd ſcruple to on, that Tam trying to 
find, what are the true pillars of it; and if the remarks, 
Which I may make, are ſuch, as the holy writings War- 
rant, who ean blame them as ill grounded? And if thex 
are not ſuch, I ſhou'd be much indebted to any body, | 
who wou'd think it worth their while, to ſhew how they 
differ from them.—For however diſcoverable may be the 


footſteps of heaven in the goſpel itſelf, I was not aware, 


till J ſet myſelf on making theſe reſearches, that the | 


venerable fabrics, which have been built on it, are not of 


like workmanſhip,—l may not have the power, neither 
haye I the wiſh, to leſſen the hope, which chriſtians 
entertain. On the other hand, I ſhou'd be much more 


willing to have my own thoughts concerning this 


look on myſelf as hlameable for yielding to them. For 
whenever what is truth, or the likelihood of truth, difſ- 
covers itſelf to us, altho we ſhut our ears, it will be 


heard, neither can we, in-ourown minds, either ſtay or ſtifle 


the belief of it, We may indeed put it under a buſhel, 
and hinder it from giving light tg the world, but if we 


are guilty of ſach wickedneſs, God, who let it ſhjne in 
us, will not fail to let it ſhine in . nor leſs for our 


ee to n Mo” 


—— — . N faldam . to 1 an 


eye on this' matter in the point of view into which 1 have 


put it. For almoſt all of them belieye, that Chriſt is 


God, and that he accepts, as ſuch, the. ranſom, which 


he e tos —— or, e himſelf has faid-s 


1 


Ca „„ n, 


queſtion again aſſured, than to ſee thaſe of other people 
unſettled,” by what I have ſaid about it. Vet ſincę theſe 
reaſonings force themſelves on me as of weight, I cannot 
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4 And the Father we oe? (Joh K*. 95 8 Mind St. 
John has faid “C In the Wege was the word, and 


cc the word was with God, and the word was God; oo 


(John i. 1.) „And the word was made fleſh, and dwelt 


= 3 among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 


4e only begotten: of the Father, full of grace and truth; 
Cohn! 1. 14.) and St. Paul has ſaid, In him dwelleth 
e all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily; (Coloſs. ii. 9.) 
and the pſalmiſt has ſaid, according to St. Paul's inter · 


pretation Thou Chriſ in the beginning haſt laid the 


cc foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the work 
of thy hands; they ſhall-periſh, but thou remaineſt; 

c and they all ſhall wax old as doth a garment; 3 and ag 
ce a yeſture, ſhalt thou fold them up, and they ſhall be 


cc changed; but thou art the ſame and thy years ſhall 


* not fail,” (Heb. i. 10.) And ſince the holy Writings 


1 both in theſe and many other paſſages ſpeak with ſuch 
clearneſs concerning Chriſt's divinity, a man, as they 
let themſelves think, muſt be over - ſerupulous to diſbe- 


lieve it. Nevertheleſs all jews and mahometans 


and ſome chriſtians do rea becauſe, ſay they, 


Chriſt has aid, that the Father is greater 
d chan he?” (John xiv. 28.) and wrought all 


the wonders, for which himſelf was remarkable; 


5 (John xiv. 10.0 and becauſe he addreſſed him with 
faſting and prayer and worſhip and ſometimes like 
other men was unheard by him; “ (Matt. xxvi. 39.— 
xkvii. 46.) and becauſe the pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of Chriſt, 
according to St. Paul's interpretation, has ſaid, „Thou 
(O Lord) haſt made him“ (Chriſt) „ alittle lower 
than (even) the angels &c. (Pſalm viii 5. Heb. ii. 7.) 
and becauſe it is likewiſe remembered, how God has been 
wont to withold himſelf, and has ſaid, that he ever ſhall 
withold himſel from the ſight of all men. — For when he 
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1 fail 16 kane: talked fice, to PORT? with the; an 


Deut. v. 4.) and with Moſes as a man talketh with his 


friend (Numb. xxxiii. 11.) we ſhou'd underſtand that he 


was unſeen by them, and was incloſed within the pillar 5 
of à cloud or with fire or with thick darkneſs 3 : 
(Deut. v. 22.) And when he ſaid to Aaron and Miriam, 
that he wou'd not make himſelf known to Moſes as 5 a 


other prophets, by dreams and viſions, but chat har 
ſpeak with him mouth to mouth, even appa 


not in dart ſpeeches, and that he ſhou'd behold. the Emi⸗ 
litude of the Lord, he himſelf has taught, how he 
meant. (Numb. xii. 6. 3; For-in another place, Des. | 


Moſes had beſought him, ſaying, Shew me thy glory, be 


anſwered, 1 will make all my goodneſs paſs before 5g h 
Yet, ſays he, thou canſt not ſee my face, for there ſhall 

no man ſee me and live. But I will put thee into a cleft 

of this rock, which is near us, and will cover thee with 

my hand, while my glory paſſeth by thee, and as ſoon as 
Iam paſt; I wilt take away my hand, and thou ſhalt foo 

my back-parts, but my face /hall not be ſeen. (Exod. xxxiii. 


18.) It is remembered then, I ſay, how ſhy. God hag 
always 'been'in_ſhewing himſelf as God; and. I ſhow'd 
like to learn, how he can ſhew himſelf otherwiſe. —lt is 


well known indeed, that men and beaſts, and fowls. and 


fſhes and herbs and reptiles have had the honour of divine 


worſhip, and may have been enabled i in former times, 5 8 | 
aught we know, to do godlike wonders. But if any of 


them were favoured with ſuch endowments (Luke xix. 
40.) now; Whatever avowal they might make of them- 
yrs: it wou'd-perhaps be leſs unreaſonable to view them 


as the inſtruments of God than as God himſelf, unleſs 
we may think, that they and all IO r material and = 


1 are vue Ore him. DEN 
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: fight —For while they purſue and encourag 
contrivances under the maſk of roll ion, thay cannot be 


much ſurprized, that lawgivers and ene l lay 
e 0 vs f | 


; alfo, when th 
manna in the wilderneſs; and the barrel of meal and the 


eruſe of oil bf the widow-woman of Zarepta neither 


' Thek ariſes oc ted 
batief on which people ſettle how 


they think of Chriſt; 
nd ee neat ag > world takes 


3 eee alan} and in 


— places of Europe and America it is death to teach 


that he is leſs than God. Nor can men fo deſervedly 
uin of ſuch a flavery as _—_ may reckon at firſt 
axage. political 


| 5 — 5 how did Chri mean, TEL 50 told his 
diſciples, that the bread and wine which he gave them, 


was his body : and blood ? He had already told them at 


Other times, that he was the bread of life and the bread 


which came down from heaven, and that ſuch bread was 


his fleſh, and perhaps he was following the ſame vein of 

| thought, when he uttered the words, about which I am 
5 fpeaking,—For i it cannot be doubted, but that there is 
ſuch a thing as what Chriſt calls the bread of heaven, 


or as what perhaps i is the ſame, the holy ſpirit or the 
holy ghoſt, and that God either by himſelf or his angels 


dan change or embody it as he likes. Thus when Mo- 
ſes and Elijah and Chriſt are ſaid to have faſted forty 


days and forty nights, they may be underſtond during 
that time to h 


jave been nouriſhed only with it, Thus 
e Ifraelites were ſupplied with quails and 


waſted or Ry, and Ow Kee: . wete 
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filled. with the remainder of the five loaves 3 5 
fiſhes, with which Chriſt fed: the crowds, . that followed _ 
him; we may reckon, that God according to the mighty 
working with which he does all things, either made 
ach gifts to ſpring from nothing, or as is more likely 
from the bread of heaven. — But all other ſorts of food r 


nouriſhment, ſometime or other had a like beginning, 


and whatever was the ſource of theſe, mult alſo at frſt 


| have been the ſource of them. If then phrack wa 
that the former were the embodied bread of heaven | 


may. | believe alſo, that the latter, N i po * 


earthly. matters whatſoever, are but the Lame. thread; 5 
and may ſay no leſs than Chriſt, that we are the living TT 


bread, that came down from heaven. But Jesus, as. 1 
have ſaid, told the jews and his diſciples, that the living 
bread, which came down from heaven, or the bread, 
which he gave for the life of the world, was his ſteſh, 
and that unleſs they eat his fleſh; and drank. his -blood, 


they had mo life in them. (Jobn. vi. 51. 53.) But was he 
lone the bread of, heaven more than other men r 


co. nobody dat of it, unleſs; at the ſame time they eat 
of his fleſh Or rather, ſinee God often, tho net 
always, bound in heaven, what he bound or- was willing 
to bind/0n earth, (Matt. xxvi. 39.) and eee 
more than co guide him; and ſince the hren be 
may rightly enough be called the feh- 


times he had taught, that he was otherwiſe. Ah i 
10. 28.) Beſides, however this be, 'theayord: dread. has 


the ſame meaning in the anſwer which. Chriſt made, 
When the woman of Canaan beſought hin to have meręy A, 
* her 9 who 1 was n vexed with 3 | 


- * 


God, did he not, for theſe reaſons, by-a f . 
blance ſpeak of himſelf as of God, altho ar nt other 
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{Th he faid—< It is not meet to take the childreni 
«bread and to caſt it to dogs 7 —Or as he meant, God 
is willing to beſtow the children $ bread or the aids of 
"bis holy ſpirit, on whom and in what' manner I am 
willing to: beſtow them; but it is not meet to ſquander 
among ſuch unbelieving people as the Canaanites,. what 
I have gained with much prayer and faſting, 'for the 
fake only of the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, 
3 (Matt. XV. 26.) For by children s bread in this place 
muff be underſtood, as it ſeems to me, the aid of God's 
holy ſpirit, or God's holy ſpirit itſelf, or ſome ſoit or 
branch of it, if as there are different ſorts or colours of 
_ Hight, t there"a re different ſorts or 'branchits of the holy 
ſpirit; fince; unleſs by the means of it, perhaps even 
60 hitnſelf cou'd not haye relieved this woman.—T hus 
-alſo,} when" we ſay, as Chriſt has bidden us, < Our 
e Father give us this day our daily bread,” we 
- pray'nor! only for fach' earthly, but alſo for ſuch bes- 
venly affiftance. and food às he in his wiſdom ſhall think 
beſt for db. T bus tos, when Satan faid to Chriſt 4 if 
dc thou be the ſon of God, command, that theſe ſtones 
be made bread,” he anſwered. e It is Written, man 
e doth not live by bread only, but by every word, that 
r proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord“ (Mart. iv. 
13, . Deut. vili. 3. ) meaning; that man does not live by 
2 that bread alone, which he can ſee and handle, but like- 
. - wiſe by *the=bread of heaven, Which 1s" ſpiritual, and 
| unleſs ſhewn i in a wonderful manner: inviſible.— But it 
may be aſked, how any thing is known of this ſort of 
+ bread; fince moſt: people, I fear, if it was ſaid to them, 
„Have ye tafted the bread of heaven, wow'd anſwer, 28 
Wh OPTING 2 7 aired 8 99 8 XC. xix. 2.) 
„i ALT: e - We 
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. 6 I, 5 
ve have not ſo much as heard that there is any bread of 
heaven; yet all men more or leſs are daily fed by it, 


however unknown to themſelves, and however unable 
they may be to ſee or feel it. But by ſome of them it 

has been neither unſeen nor unfelt, altho' whether thro? 
an unſ{kilfullneſs in -decyphering; if I may ſo ſay, ſuch 


means of knowledge, or whether thro? a dread of flinging 


pearls before ſwine, and betraying the truſt, with which 


God has thought well to favour them, few have ſhewed 
either very openly or very Cm what they have been 
aueh about it. 


———— We e nl . ſettle 
for themſelves, how far Chriſt of his own accord be- 
came a ſacrifice or ranſom for mankind; and how far 
God, on his part, can be faid to have accepted of it;; 


and ſhall end what TI have been ſaying concerning theſe 
matters, by aſking how it happened, if he was nailed to 


the croſs according to bis own choice, that he let himſelf 


notwithſtanding complain of God, as allowing 1 
wrongs, which he endured in that 3 and nn | 


_ him under wem. Matt. xxvü. Ar ee ane” 
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| TT 1 1 701 but . any earthly being not to 
2 own, that the reſurrection of Chriſt is a work of 
"that fort, which God cou'd accompliſſi; whether be 
was reſtored to life like Lazarus, and aſcended into 
heaven like Elijah, or whether he roſe a ſpiritual being, 
And was changed into a man, whenever he ſhewed him- 
ſelf to his diſciples, and again into a ſpirit, whenever 
he withdrew himſelf from them. But whoever may 
think it worth their while to weigh the likelihood of 
ſuch a tranſaction, ſhou'd acquaint themſelves before- 
Hand, with what were the views of thoſe, who hays 
ſpoken of it, or under what influences they might lie, 
cot attachment, oi intereſt or diſappointment, or revenge, 
or whether the accounts, which we now have of it, 
are ſuch, as were at firſt given by them. For my 
' own part however I will not take upon myſelf to ſettle, 
how far ſuch men were unlinked with the faQions of 
the times and countries, in which they lived; or how 
far they remembered the wrongs, which Chriſt and 
'themſelves underwent, without reſentment; or whether 
what are called their works, are the true and unaltered 
copies, of what they delivered to us. Yet I will not 
withold myſelf from remarking, that the evangeliſts, 
in this branch of our Saviour's hiſtory, ſeem to agree 
but little with each other. For St. Matthew has told 
7 that Cn bid his . * the woman, to 
whom 


; & 


"+ 3. 


whom he Gr ſhewed himſelf, to go into Galilee, and 
that they went and ſaw him according to his appoint- 
ment, and there received from him his laſt charge and 


took their farewell leave of him; neither has he ſaid, 3 
that he was ever ſeen of them in any other place. 
(Matt. xxviii. 10—16—18—19—20.) Whereas St. 
Luke never ſpeaks of him, as going into Galilee, after 
his reſurrection. But ſays, that he appeared among his 


diſciples in Jeruſalem, the very day, on which he was 
raiſed from the dead, and that he commanded them, 
among other things, to tarry in the city of Jeruſalem, 
till they were endued with power from on high; and 


that he led them out as far as to Bethany, and that, ge 


while he lifted, up his hands and bleſſed them, he was 
parted from them and carried up into heaven. (St. Luke, 
Xxiv. 36—49—50.) Who then, when he has read theſe 
words of St. Luke, does not underſtand, that he aſcended 
forthwith into heaven on the day, of his reſurrection, as 
ſoon as he had made this appearance of himſelf among 
his diſciples? Or who is not ſurprized, when he finds, 
that. St. Luke in his acts of the apoſtles, (Acts i. 3. 


ſays that he was ſeen after his reſurrection for forty days, 
eſpecially when. it is' known, that St. John has ſpoken, _ 
as if he was not ſeen for eight of them? (St. John xx. 
20.) „Sich is the light, in which I ſhou d N 
like, that every body won d look on this matter, and 
feel and try themſelves, how they think of it.—For | 


ſhall only let myſelf ſay further, that it is the chief 
ground, on which the followers of. Chriſt. build their 
hopes and eſtabliſh their knowledge of another life, 
himſelf being aids WIRE KAY or KAY to 2 5 
ane hon It. | | | 1 
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OST men are unacquainted how little owners 
each of them are of any abilities, for which 3 


* be remarkable, and wou'd look on themſelves 
undeſervedly leſſened, if any body ſhou'd ſay unto = ; 
that they were but pieces of mechaniſm under God's 
guidance and management. Yet however ſtrange or new 


ſuch a truth may ſeem, God both can and does perhaps 
in all inſtances ſo withdraw and from time to time fo 


reſtore the gifts, that men have, as makes what they 


do, to be rather the workmanſhip of himſelf than of 


them. For none of us of ourſelves are either poets or 


philoſophers or hiſtorians or orators or ſtateſmen or 
warriors, or painters or ſculptors or architects or muſi- 
cians; neither can we think or even arrange our thoughts 


| unleſs with his leave and with his aſſiſtance. If however 


there are men, who are able to cultivate their diſcoverie, 


in any of theſe branches of knowledge, as well at one 


time as another, we may take for granted, that they 
hold their endowments by the ſame tenure as thoſe, who 


lometimes feel the want of them. But if they have never 
been witneſſes, how their ſtrength of any of theſe forts 


vither quite forſakes them or how it decays and renews, 


- 
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it cannot be a matter of much wonder if hun have never 
remarked the heavenly ſources of it, with which they are 


daily ſupplied; or if they reckon. that, ſuch ſources lie 


within themſelves, and like the limbs of their bodies are 


but parts of them - - - -, - Beſides it is not perhaps 


enough known, by what ſpiritual influences men are 
ſmayed, while they ſettle either what ſteps they ought 
to take, or what ſteps they do take in any of the ſitua- 


tions in which they may be placed, eſpecially in thoſe, 


where the boundaries of right and wrong are not eaſily 


diſcoverable. For God has ſuch an unſeen power of 


giving a diſtaſte for ſome things and a reliſh for others, 
of ſhewing ſome works as eaſy -and others as inſur- 


mountable, and of rendering ourſelves eager or liſtleſs of 


what we ſtrive to gain, that nobody but himſelf can be 
ſaid to know, how much or how little we are endowed 


with the freedom of chuſing or doing as we like, —It may 8 


de allowed however, that God can beſtow on us ſuch a 
maſtery over our feelings, without abating the edge of 


them, as can enable us to withſtand all temptations and 


to meet all dangers; neither may we believe, that he 


wou'd be ſparing of ſuch kindneſs, if we ſhou'd duly 


ſeek and truſt to him for it. But while we are training 
ourſelves in leſſons of ſelf-denial, we muſt not be ſur- 


prized, if God ſhov'd ſometimes make trial of our im- 


provement; or if we ſhou'd be ſeized: or ſmitten, we 


know not how or whence, with the love of life, or of © 
things in this world, at a time, when it ſhou'd be our 


endeavour to caſt from us an undue regard for them. 
Vet if we guard againſt ſach inticements, and inſtead of 
yielding to them, let them kindle in us ſuch a Jealouſy 


or diſtruſt of our own frailty, as may keep us from 
-oking into any mean e for the ſake of the, | 
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he from whom they ſprung will be aware of it, and wilt : 


not for our watchfulneſs be more wanting in his favours s 
to us. But altho men die or are ſlain in following this s 
path of their duty, and altho? it may be complained, that 5 
they are but ill requited on that account, yet there is 70 
much leſs room for ſuch repining, than perhaps is ſeen 6 


at firſt fight. For how is it known, that they wou'd 
have lived longer, if they had done otherwiſe ?—Befides, 


when God vouchfafes to claim the being, with which he 0 

has entruſted us, how can we withold it from him ?—QOr & 

of what advantage will it be to return it unwillingly — 1 

On the other hand, if it be right to entertain a hope of t: 

"entailing bleflings on ourſelves after death, and on our 0 

children and kinsfolk or fellow:citizens, whom we may v 

4 leave behind us in this life, we ſhou'd be always ready tr 

= to take our laſt farewell of what we value here, when a 

E ever he vouchſafes to call us from it, and ſhou'd not a 
; | only wiſh but pray, that we may ſo end the race, in | 

19 "0 which we run, as neither himſelf nor mankind al bluſh et 

1 or be aſhamed for us. 8 

0 8 — Men FL 7 F 5 ſaid f is | hams, have f 

not, for the moſt part, a perfect freedom of choice, but 10 

are little elſe than engines or inſtruments in God's hands, % 

and whatever they do, worthy of praiſe, is atchieved or | ; 


mpought 4 more by, himſelf than * chem. 
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AoE men are not able to believe or liſbelieye. JEN 
I they like, they cannot be worthy of blame or re- 


compence, whatever they receive as truth; if they _ 


take due pains to acquaint them ſelves beforehand and 
only ſettle as things ſeem to them. Yet the endea- 
yours, which it is needful to beſtow in ſearching after 
truth, are duties, that can be followed or diſregarded, | 
and that are enforced, as ſuch, with the hope of reward 
and the dread of puniſhment, like any others, which 
we ought to cultivate. But if a man diſagrees with 
eſtabliſhed rules of thinking and ſhapes his manners ac- 


| cording to his own thoughts, he may be ſaid to 


challenge or to bring on himſelf the vengeance of thoſe 
laws or cuſtoms, from which he does not ſeruple to 
ſwerve.— For altho' it may be, that God may look on 
his behaviour as allowable, yet till the people, among 
whom he lives, ſee matters as they are ſeen by himſelf, 
he cannot much wonder, if they ſhou'd ſet a higher 
value on thoſe | fences of right and wrong, which oy 
hold to be fair and reaſonable, than on the fr 


with which he breaks thro' them, Thus, if any body 


ſhou'd be fo jaundiced in his untlerſtanding, as to diſown 


the boundaries of property, the whole world wou'd ſet. 
$ 7 — faces againſt f uch a man as accountable. for the 
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treſpaſſes, of which he might be guilty, yet he might 
not be deſerving of blame for the reaſonings that mis- 
guided him.—By the faith then of which the holy 
writings ſpeak, is underſtood, not the belief of a God, 
or of bis kingdom and government, but the truſt, 


e 


wiſhes, as he in his wiſdom ſhall judge beſt for us; we 
ſhall no longer have room to doubt, how men in many 
inſtances by the means of it have wrought great atchier- 
ments during this life, or why we are aſſured, that it 
will be always a ſtep to everlaſting happineſs after death. 
— Notwithſtanding we ſhou'd take heedZ leſt we miſtake | 
the ſpiritual or unſeen temptations, with which all men 
are haunted, for what I have called God's unwritten 
will; eſpecially in defiance of that, which is written, 
and has been long acknowledged. For altho' it may 
be alledged, that God is Lord even of the ſabbath-day, 
and of all the eſtabliſhments, which he has made; and 
that he overrules ſome of them from time to time or 
wholly changes them, yet before we embark, as his 
ſeryants, in furthering, what he ever does of this ſort, 
we ſhou'd .aſk ee whether be is making trial of 
our attachment, to what he may but ſeem to decry; and 
ſbou'd ſberr ſuch a diſintereſted unwillingneſs in aban- 
doning what we have hitherto viewed as his hallowed 7 
word, * 


; which we ſhou'd put in him. For otherwiſe it partakes bel 
g nothing of godlineſs, and the bleſſings and curſes, which in! 
4 it is faid, will be the doom of thoſe, who have or want of « 
4 it, will be on that account undeſerved. Whereas, when the 
F we are bidden to have faith towards God, if it is meant, fide 
4 that we ſhould try to learn, what is bis will, both bel; 
| Written and unwritten, and to carry ourſelves according ben 
a to it, and to wait, in any of the ſituations, in which 

2 we are placed, for ſuch an accompliſhment of our E 
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| ao as day let himſelf be a witneſs, that we ceaſe, 
rather for his ſake than our own, to be awed or > 
| ſtrained * it. 0 


af 


believe, that there is a God, and to put our faith or truſt 
in him; For belief and unbelief, ſince we have no powers 


the want of ir, be matters of praiſe or diſpraiſe.” Be- 
ſides, however unable we may be to have faith without. 


beings as. it ok but the olfipringe of th other. 1 
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—— 111 is then by no means the ſame chin to 
of chuſing which we will of them, cannot like faith or 


belief, yet we may have belief without faith, the latter, 
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ME law of Moſes, both on account of its own rea- 
ſonableneſs and the godlike wonders that accom- 


panied its firſt eſtabliſhment, was held by the jews in 


fach high renown, as made the heavy penalties, with 
which ſome branches of it were enforced, ſeem neither 
over harſn nor unwarrantable.— For however other men 


may look on them now, they were formerly regarded 
gy by that people, as a ſort of guard or barrier, which 


cou'd not be too ſtrong againſt the enticements and 


influence, with which the law itſelf and themſelves for 
following it were from time to time aſſaulted, and to 
which they were for ever liable. Nor may we much 
wonder, while we remember, that the God, in whom 


they truſted, and the manners or cuſtoms, which they 


cultivated, were unlike thoſe of any of the countries 
ſituated near them, and that their warlike ſtrength was 
of that weight in the world, as drew on them not only 
the eyes, but the envy and reſentment of all their 
rivals.—Beſides it was a matter of belief as well among 


the neighbouring enemies of the jews, as among the 


+44 jews themſelves (Judith v. 20. 21.) that while they 


were truly faithful to the form of government and to 
the rules of * which. God bad appointed for 
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cham . * they. were  unconquerable.; and fir that reaſon 

as no means were left untried to ſlacken their attachment 

to them on the one ſide, fo their own ft ſafety, no leſs 

than their duty, rendered watchfulneſs on. the. other, „ 

againſt. ſuch attempts, at once allowable and needful — 1 

Such was the byaſs, under which the jews lay, i in favour 5 
of the Moſaical covenant, when Chriſt underwent, 

what they judged, not undeſerved, for ſwerving from it. 

For ſince they viewed him but as a man, and ſince he 

ayouched of himſelf, that he was the Father or God, 


they took for granted, whether rightly or not, that he = 


n- was chargeable with blaſphemy, and as ſuch, according 1 
in to their law, worthy of death. (Matt. xxvi. 64. 12 : 
th Leviticus xxiv. 16.) But whoever wou'd ſettle, how 
ger he ougbt to think of this ſtep, which the jews. took 
zen againſt him, ſhov'd try to learn beforehand, how far they 
ded knowingly or unknowingly under-rated what he was, 
ich and ſhou'd not be unacquainted, that almoſt half man- 
and kind, on a full reviewal of his life, haye long ceaſed to 
for acknowledge him otherwiſe. than, as a prophet or as one 
4 to of God's ſervants. For if he was indebted to God for 
uch his endowments, like other men, and it was not eaſy to 
hom underſtand, whence elſe they cou'd be had by him, I do 
they not know, how he, more than his fellow-citizens, cou'd © 
tries be raiſed above the level of thoſe laws, which the ſame 
Was God had given alike to all of them; 3. or how they 5 with-- 
only | out forſaking what they owed to their law-giver and to 
their each other, cou'd fail in taking vengence either on him- 
mong ſelf or any body, by whom they were ſet at nought 
g the or broken. The jews then perhaps were leſs blameable | 
they for the hardſhips, with which Chriſt met, than ſuch 
nd to writers may be willing to own, who reckon, that they 
4 fot do God e * tecrying thei, For! if they were 
them, e 7 70 a | 5 unable 
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| unable to behold him 25 the 8 and everlaſti ng and 


unſcen God, under whoſe” guidance. and ſhelter their 


- fordfithers and themſelves had lived, may- it not be ſaid, 


that they wou'd have been wanting to the Gtuation, 1 


wich they flood, and to the laws, of which they were 


Gü- appointed guardiaris, if they had let what they 


5409 carat His blaſphemies, to paſs unheeded, and without 
| pallfthmient —Beſides the practice of all ages, both 
dere and ſince that time, and nearly of all kingdoms, 


whether 'heathen' or mahometan or chriſtian, might be 


alledged to countenance and warrant, what they did to 
| hin. =Yet 1 do not wiſh to leſſen the diſlike of ſuch a 


treatment, by ſhewing how much others have been 
guilty of it, but to ſay, that of all the people, who have 
run into this ſort of miſtake, the jews alone have ſome - 
_ more than policy or cuſtom | to plead in behalf of 

t For while the laws in all other places were made 


b men and eklangeable, the laws, by which they were 


governed, as they might reaſonably believe, were framed 


by God Himſelf, and cou d not ſafely be diſregarded, till 


tliey were overruled by as wonderful a diſplay of 9 


power, hogs at firſt eftabliſhed chem. 1 
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— -If then the jews, as it "CAS to them, had 


not. a ns e -of aſſutance, that the law of Moſes 


was withdrawn, they coh'd not have ſtood ſtill in 


defiance of it, or have been lukewarm concerning 


Cbhriſt, unleſs under the dread of God's diſpleaſure, 


and: under the perit of loſing that ſpiritual aſſiſtance, of 
which many of them, by the witneſs of their own feel 
ings,” might have had andoubted knowledge; and which, 
of his 1 he Was . to ſhed on them. 
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TT: is not known, that FR earthly ONT was ee 
tavoured ſo far, as to be enabled like heavenly beings, 


to behold. the inward frame and working of God's go» 3 


vernment, and much of the information, which the holy 


writings furniſh concerning this matter, are accounts bb: 
rather of what have a likeneſs of truth, chan of what has 1 


been learned by ſeeing or hearing to be the truth itſelf. 


Thus what is ſaid of God and Satan in the book of Job, ; 
and of Abraham and the rich man in the ſtory of Laza- 


rus, may be reckoned perhaps not undeſervedly as in- 
ſlances of them. If nevertheleſs it be alledged, that we. 
ate able as men, to ſee reſemblances of heavenly things, 
in dreams or viſions, and that God has ever vouchſafed 
to ſhew fuch reſemblances; or by a voice from heaven, 
or by the meſſage of angels, has otherwiſe from time to, 


time acquainted mankind about them; yet if nothing 1 is 


ſaid o of ſuch, dreams or viſions, or of a voice from hea- 
Ven, or of the meſſage of angels, and a writer notwith- 
landing ſpeaks of God or Satan or angels or friends © or 
men after death talking together i in heaven or hell or in. 
both thoſe 1 places, as men are, wont to talk with each, 


other on the earth, 1 do not know, how we can look on: 
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what, he may bay after that manner, a8 of the hue of 
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5 Caithful copies or: any feature of God's kingdom. For 


whatever we ought to think are thoſe ſhadowy hiero- 


EY glyphicks, if I way fo call them, which they diſplay— 
whether they are the words or tokens, with which avgels 


diſcloſe. their thoughts among themſelves; or tidings, in 


ee eee, ee e 5 


which our country or our neighbours or ourſelves are 


| intereſted, if we cou'd be ſkilful enough to decypher 
1 them; or "light rewards or Tight puniſhments, with which 
5 God ſweetens or troubles our reſt, while we are witneſſes 
oft them; 1 fay, whether they haunt us on any or all of 
' theſe accounts, or e on any, other, yet as they are ſome- 
times misſhapen, and unlike, what either 1 1s or has been, 


being beaſts i in one part, birds! in another, fiſhes i in ano- 
ther, and remarkable for many other wildneſſes no leſs 


* 


be uncuſtomary, fo they may be at all other times, for 


avght we know, if we are unacquainted with the patterns, 
to which we believe, they may have a reſemblance.— 
Tf likewiſe, according to the viſion of Micaiah the ſon of 


Imlah, the ſpirits of God can become lying ſpirits and. 
- miſlead thoſe, whom they guide, we may warrantably 


entertain ſtill further diſtruſt of this ſource of inſpiration 


' for that reaſon, ſince it is likely, that it ſprings from 


them. But dreams or viſions may be at once both 
matters of prophecy and of doctrine, and altho what i is 
foretold may be. duly accompliſhed, yet we may not 
want ground of jealouſy or ſeruple, about what is at the 


ſame time taught by them. (The Acts x. 9. 10. 11. 12. 
13. 14+ 15. 16.) For if the. ſpirits of God, with God's | 
leave, can be guilty of falſhood; and if by a dream or 
vißon of this ſort, they ſhou'd be trying to tempt us 
into a belief of what they know to be not true, they 
may, While they fulfill that part, which is prophetical, 


be din £8 18 to mess a kind 'of pledge or affurance, by 
e which. 
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. remainder of it. Beſides if ſuch prophecies ſhou'd. fail 

. in their accompliſhment, . or if ſuch doctrines as gc- 

bs company them, ſhou'd not. be true, there is nobody: who 

bk : can rightly complain of God or - of the ſpirits of God, a8 £7 2 
5 wanting i in fincerity, . For ſince men never hold toms Vents 
A ſelves; bound,, by What they ſay to each ether, accord- 

n ing to the language of hieroglyphicks,. which: is the 

I language of dreams and viſions, they cannot very well 

f eſteem it a breach of faith in heavenly: deings,: if they 

> take but the ſame freedam with them. Such then is 

ty the doubtfulneſs of what we learn by the dreams. or 

3 viſions; Which we ourſelves witneſs, and it cannot de 

fs leſs, when they are: witneſſed by other people, zor when 

% they. may... be. forged. or changed or nnn 955 

6 thoſe thro? whom they come to us. azo ont ei bat 

Th Ss have ſuffered myſelf to wander into this tra in i 

of of reaſoning and to look at the holy writings in this 

id, light for the fake of ſhowing kow little room any of we 

ly have of valuing. ourſelyes on what we know of the king 

on dom of Heaven, however well affured we may be, mat 

55 there it ſuch a kingdom. For how the mem 

th, bers of it, at firſt framed and ſtilt govern the 

. ſun, the moon, the ſtars and all things with i 

ot ſoch order and exactneſs; or how each of them, if” 

he allowed; can make of what ſeems to us, but nothing, . 
„ living animals; or how they can fee thro” all bodies 
Is alike, as well opake as tranſparent, and be partners of 

„ our inmoſt counſels; or how they do all other igodlike 
us wonders, are ſecrets of that unſearchable knowledge, 
I which ever has been. hitherto, and in all like!ihood, ever 
al, will be undiſcovered to us. Nor need we be ſarprized, 5 

4 | _ 0 ——_— 207 which YON works are. Tm 
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| wer T, and none can CR: büt eme wh 
thoſe. who are > froſted with them, what. miſchief, 
might befall rites whole” world; if "hey" Were at 
red ls on the earth as in heaven.” But whether 
tho ſpree authority 6f this moſt anch ent 1 is 
veſted iti Cod alone; o whether hers are oe Kind of 
heavenily beings; who are the chebtiies, and another, who 


are the friends ot patreis of Minkind4- er whether both 
of them are controuldble by the fiipreni 


1e 


e aüthority, Js 
wherever ir is tolged ?; or whether there is 'oHify one 


tribunal of right and wrong, to Nhickr all things belonging 


to our race are amenable; or he her 2 are other 
rxibunals accountable to it; o her the Svernment 


of this kingdom has been AA Ane all 


3 2nd how we ought. to think o of 1 other matters, 


| 3 e 3 are queſtions perhaps 0 5 of another ſort, 


bs . be 93 


be anſwered withe endangering the welfare 
om itſelf, Yet however they. are, ity wou'd 
he but ill-hecoming in us, ſhort-ſighted;as we are, not to 
think other wiſe of them. For ſince it, has always been 


1 
* 4 


i judged. adviſeable to caſt a veil over every inner branch 


of chis e empire, to which. we. are indebted for 


; we, have been. 8, i: ar r ben, 
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re l 11 1 3 e in Diez ie 
| ale have ever I heard by word of mouth, that the 
kingdom of heaven is in the Ny of men or under their 
management. Nevertheleſs the following facts, 'of 
which 1 have been made a . e ſeem to me ſo much 
to favour that doctrine, chat I know not well how to 
doubt about it. For on the 24th, or 25th, of May. or 
thereahouts; in the year 1784, an inviſible gleam of 
heavenly: ſpirit played, and ſometimes. ceaſed to play, 
here and there on my bowels with a ſort of focal point 
and with the warmth or heat of a burning glaſs; me 
times it played on my face, or ſhoulder, or elbow; or 
knee, or other places after the ſame manner; ſometimes 
the feelings, which it raiſed, were unſpeakably pleaſant, 
but ſometimes it played ſo ſtrongly, that they became 
quite painful; and in the evening, about eleven o clock, 
as ſoon as I had laid myſelf down in bed, ſuch a boiling 
| or ſcalding flood of it was poured into my ſtomach or 
„ into a vw ſide of my body, as as during the ſhort 
„ Whic it laſted, was torture, 1 was notmithſtands 
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ing in Perles health in every other de both th en, 
before, and afterwards, and forthwith believed, whether 
truly or otherwiſe, that they muſt be men, who thus 
R addreſſed themſelves to me. TI am likewiſe even further 
aſſured in this belief by the many returns, which | 
have had, and ſtill daily have, of the ſame ſpirit, and 
: which I have bern able to remark over and over again, 
ſince that time. Beſides it is well known, that there is 
nothing more doubtful or capricious than the weather, - 
and yet ' & haye ſeen it. ſo changed backwards and for- 
5 wards andt to d'to be rainy or 4: ry, Rot or cold, clear or 
- overcaſt, windy or calm, EY; fuch changes "Had been 
wrought for the ſake of ſhewing me, that they were 
Udet the rule of forme unſeen government. If however, 
BY the bare Rrength of what 1 hy have beheld of, tis 
5 Eikd, T Hora" ſettle with myfelf,, that clouds and rain 
id winds and afl things elfe are under the controul of 
ech 4 govertinicnt; and that men have the guidance of 

1 . Tight e charged perhaps with taking ſome {eps in 
oP the argument for granted, which Thou'd be held un- 
dee ble or unsſtabfiſhed. But if it be true, without 

. miſtake, that I have felt the'heavenly: ſpirit, as I have 
7M Tad; and if the manner, in which it was felt, is ſuch as | 

"Fenders it like fy, that they were men, who let jt ſhine | 
Un me; we may reaſonably think it likely alſo, that 
Web" men or ſome of them àre in the enjoyment not only 
| er this, ut of efay other ſomrce-of wanne power. | 
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Be VEE TOTES ets this 18 of knowledge be 
well founded, I amn ready to own, that it is new to me, 
but in doubt, whether T'ought to reckon it new to others. 
For althoꝰ they never ſpeak or write openly or in plain 


Ti Suit Sigliſh — It n *. not on 
80 that 


F that account be unknown to them ; they may look with . 
ſuch an awe on the majeſty of God's kingdom, as with= 


wy holds them from talking of its members, unleſs at a 
1 diſtance, as it were, or underhand or by reſemblances. 
1 For inſtance when Falſtaff, in the play of Henry the 
14 Ith, ſays to Prince Henry, « ]- did not think, Hal, 0 
"q « that thou hadſt over-heard m Have ſo; 
Sls his words an undermeaning, as if Shakeſpear had ad- 
ar, dreſſed | himſelf to ſome man of his own times, and faid, 
"I I did not think that thou or any body elſe had * ä 
4 members of the heavenly kingdom and had (at all times) 
30 overheard me? Or in his play called the Tempeſt, does 
Ws he not mean by the character of Ferdinand fome mem- 
bn der in like manner of the heavenly kingdom, and by | 
ti the character of Miranda, himſelf ? Such interpreta- N 
3 tions, I can alledge, are grounded, on what I have 
wy found to be the language of the world, and if they be 
e of weight or allowable, we: may fay, that thoſe matters, 
ha which. have been diſcovered to me, and of which 1 have. 
EN been ſpeaking, are nothing more than what already have 
3 been long underſtood, and at which writers. in a all. age 
"Hi haye La in eee © 
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| = Pig . men 9 hs ait m the 
5 unſeen management of God's kingdom, i is ſuch, as 
5 has witheld all of them hitherto from ever owning, that 
they have borne any employment of that ſort» For this 

| reaſon i it wou'd be hard to ſettle, whether Jeſus Was or 
was not one of them. If however we. view him in 
either character, we ſhall bud, unleſs 1 miſtake, that he 
has but ſlight or, lender claims to thoſe high honourz, 
with which mankind remember him,—For if he was not 
"enliſted into that ſervice, he cou d not have been entruſt- 
ed with any of thoſe means or finews of ſtrength, with 
Which the world is governed; neither cou d any of thoſe 
Wonders, which he is. ſaid to have wrought, haye been 
: Aone by himſelf but by others.—In this light then ve 
cannot look on him as more than a mere man. But if 
we view him in the other light, we may ſafely ſay, that 
0 he muſt have been either the chief or firſt of the whole 
Heavenly kingdom or of ſome branch of it, or that he 
muſt have had ſome lower appointment.—Now in which 
ever of theſe ſituations he ſtood, he cou'd hold the pre- 
= Togatives belonging to it only during his life, like thoſe, : 
WH. who have held them before and ſince his time. —Oun this | 
Fa account I do not know why we ſhou'l think otherwiſe 
of him than of them; and as nobody teaches, that they 
have the ſway of living Gods after death, ſo likewiſe it 


Ann as Little reaſonably be taught, that he is yet in the 
| og gen] 
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enjoy me oft, eta mr wan unge. 
: * 


l . if allo. it © od „ that Tchr wan 
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begotten by the holy ghoſt; or when he had been nailed ns 


to the croſs and had died, that he Was reſtored again to 


life, or. that his body was changed into. A ſpiritual being 1 
and ſaw no corruption, or was lifted from the. earth by 
the heavenly ſpirit, in the ſight of his friends, andcarried 
into ſome diſtant place, where it has never ſince been dif- 
covered; 1 fay, if aught of this kind ſhou'd be alledged, ; 
it wou'd be needful, for the fake of making i it of force i in 
che argument, to ſhew, that he has everlaſtingly had and ; 
Hill has under his controul that great ſource of god 
like power, from which are taken all thoſe other ſour- 
ces of the ſame power, that ſome men. have now and 
others before them always have had perhaps as far back» | 
wards as the firſt framing and beginning of dur rate. 
For ſince it is likely, that they have delivered theſe 
ſources of godlike power from one to another in all after 
| times, however they became maſters of them at firſt, 1e“ 
may well doubt, how Jefus had any of them put ible: — 20 
| truſt, or how he cou'd exerciſe the uſe of them, before ha 25 
£4 Was born, or how he was let to exerciſe ſuch a uſe 9 
wh them, after this life, unlike thoſe, from whom they were 
received by him. Beſides if it be true, that men have in 
their hands the inward government of God's kingdom, it 
muſt de true likewiſe, as it ſeems to me, that all ſpiritual | 
beings are but paſlive or inſtruments, as it were, under 
-- their authority; and, whatever Jeſus might be, while he 
Mas alive, that he cou'd not be uncontroulable and able 
51 to a 8855 ENG of himſelf Sther before or afterwards, 


#23 


Ode . 4: 
—— 50 aght: b ws thee. ta recken, that Chridians 
Ire unacquainted with theſe matters, or that they ſpeak 
of Chriſt, who lived in Judea, but as an * hieroglyphi- 
A perſonage, by whom they mean that man who rules 
in heaven, or any other who rules there under him; like 
de Egyptians, for inſtance, who called all their kings 
by. the name of Pharaoh, or like the Romans, who 
ealled all their emperors by the name of Ceſar? For my 
part I afk after this manner as a ſearcher after truth and 
as a novice in the things, about which 1 am reaſoning. 
For ſuch is the figurative manner, in which every body 
talk and write concerning them, that I am in doubt, 
Whether what I am trying to eſtabliſh, ſhou'd be regard- 
ed as new and un acknowledged, or whether it has been 
Hog known and cultivated a as a true and of 5 


* * 


| WRITTEN 2 lor, 1188. 


= 66 a ana * 
e eee latin language, ſeem to ſay, underhand, or by a reſem- 
blance, that their belief is hieroglyphical 2 And does not Iuch an in- 
torpretation of this uſe of an unknown tongue beſt account for the 
manner in which they underſtand or diſregard, what St. Paul has taught | 
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„ cd | 
earth, the planets, the flars, and all things: elſe 
belonging to them and accompanying them. No- 


altho it is not known, unleſs in heaven, at what time : 


theſe bodies were formed or began to roll about each 
other according to an eſtabliſhed order, yet, Whenever 


it was, it is likely, that they received the ſhape, which 


they have, and the laws, by which they are governed, 
from mankind. For if it be true, that there are men 


among us, who are endowed or entruſted, as Gods, 


with heavenly {kill and ſtrength, and who daily renew | 
and guide theſe bodies, there cannot be much room for 
doubt, but that ſuch. men had at firſt the framing and 
arrangement of them. But men themſelves muſt have 


been the work or offspring of ſome being, of whom 


there was no beginning, and the godlike powers, which 


ſome of them enjoy, came to them from the ſame being, 


as a matter of gift or bounty or rather were ſeized and 


taken from ir by uſurpation. For, when men built, if : 


1 may ſo ſpeak, what I have called the world, they muſt 


havye gotten beforehand, as it ſeems to me, not only - 


this being, | but: likewiſe | all other beings, whether 
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at endures it, muſt partake, 
» more of neceſſity. 
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Re em: Barred bie ny ws m_ the 
. heavenly ſpirit as plainly as if I had put my hands. 


into Ai Þ * have been warmed by it 1 5 


ES if I bad put my "Land into' e 


into a fire, and as ſoon as the anguiſh, after this laſt 
inſtance, had ceaſed, I was th 


| With as well as if 
ened unto me. Since then God, or 
thoſe, who are entruſted with the government of hid 


kingdom, can reach all mankind after the ſame woride 
ful manner, with. pleaſure or pain, we may reaſon 


believe, that any place, where they partake of fac | 


pleaſure or ſuch pain, may be rightly enough thought te 
be in one caſe, what i i named heaven, and in the 
other caſe what is named hell, Yet it is not unlikely, 


but that our unſeen rulers or judges rank us acc 


to what the holy writings call our godlinieſs or rightoous- | 
neſs, and according to our wickedneſs, and that into 


what ſituation or allottment of the world, they put what 
furvives (if aught does ſurvive) after this life of any 


one man, into the fame fituation or allottment of the 
"Im * put what ſurvives after this life of all other 


„ men, 
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men, who have a likeneſs" or ROD Eg to vim. But 
however this be, we may hence learn, that we are 
capable of God's rewards and of God's puniſhments, not 
only when dead, but alſo while living.—For as I have | 
ſaid, that I have had an experience of ſach hncuſtomary 
3 as. Were Dee. leſs than torture, ſo likewiſe, 


"Shar þ eee 


uncuſtomary.t lor or war's -nothi ling 1 | ffs s than blifs or 
extacy. But as God has dealt with me (perhaps, on no 
other account, than to unfold theſe things to me) ſo hecan 
deal with all. men, and indeed. fo does deal With all men, 
when they . ale troubled | with, agues, head-achs, Fouts, 
rheumatiſm 85 the tooth-àch, the ſtonie and gravel; for 
Imyſelf, haye. been let to bes far acquaifted With theſe 
Alls, as to know, hat "God, "whenever he "Tikes, can 
Aike u, at one time, bear the burden 'of ther, and at 
+ time ] deliver, from it. Vet the 
Dleflings,..: which, x we now " enjoy, | ; and the Hardſhips, 
avhich e. now endure, are, not meant altogether as 
1 22 of recompence or. vengeance, but in part, at 
| as, temptations, for the ſake of trying, How we 
carry ourſelves under em. But, when we once 
ales we are no longer accountable beings, having under- 
x Sone all the trials, w which God, for his fake, or for our 
en, or For the fake both of "Rithſelf and ourſelves 
may think. well. to make of us, and bur happineſſes or 
inefſes afterwards, if afterwards ' 'we are capable 
neſs or unhappineſs, can then be viewed i in no 


1 other 8 than as the true a and e of his 
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any body For my own Part however, gd am affured by 
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again both by twilight- ad by darkneſte, in the firapes of 
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men, (Daniel x. 6.) women, children, beaſts, monſters, 


and of ſuch monſters, as cou'd hardly otherwiſe have 
entered into my thoughts; For inſtance I have ſeen it in 
the ſhape of what was downwards, or as far as the legs 
and thighs a cock or hen, and upwards nothing elſe than 
the head of a man or woman. Now I have made it worth 


while to ſpeak of this matter, which was thus perhaps 
hieroglyphically diſplayed, becauſe it is ſuch, as coud 


not well be a ſelf-framed phantom of the mind, unknown 


to myſelf. —If then there be due ground, on which it 


may be believed:that ſpiritual ſubſtances have been ſhewn 


to me, there is likewiſe the ſame due ground; on which 
it may be believed, that they have beenrſhe 
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ing men, 


while wo are alive, can ever be aſunder from us. 
ſight then of theſe ſpirit A likeneſſes, at leaſt of it⸗ 
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For lo !—no more miſpriſing what I am, My OT On n 1 
vrrapt in the whirlwind hence I take my flight, 
well-worthy Enoch's doom, fit mate for os; PP 
and high above the ſtarry azure ſpeed, — v 8 
where hoſts of angels prop the Almighty's dc 1 
each in his rank array d. With them, lo now 2 1 
already clad in everlaſting youth 4 
I gladden in the ſky, while far and near 3 
on all ſides thundering welcomes ſhake the world. 
Wich them alike, however ſtrange to tell, 
I fee, altho' deep lurking in the mind, + 
men's inmoſt thoughts, unboſom'd, undifguird, Fa treo 
3 dright as the pebbles of the brooks clear ſtrea 
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nor doubt withal to witneſs whom thou, art. 
For if we ever, faithful to thy truſſ, EY 
have, as we ought, thy hopes fore-run and ade 
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bid us again our brandiſh'd lightening gralps, | 
and with our aid begirt, thyſelf, diſploſe, 
that all our race, unknowing whom they fery 
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